
The Heart and Life of an Appren1ce of Jesus 

Prayer & Introduction


Define abide

to remain; continue; stay:

reside:

to continue in a particular relationship


to endure, sustain, or withstand without yielding or submitting:

to wait for; await:

to abide the coming of the Lord.


abide by,

	 to submit to; agree to: to abide by the court's decision.

	 to remain steadfast or faithful to; keep.


This word really encapsulates the heart and life of a disciple of Jesus. 
We remain in a special relationship with Jesus that no one else could 
ever fill. We endure without yielding to the pressures of Satan as we 
wait for our Lord, and we remain steadfast to submitting to Jesus’ 
way.


Something that’s been growing on my heart over the last few years is 
learning from what this looked like in Jesus’ day. There are resources 
like podcasts I’ve been listening to, lessons I’ve heard, and even 
watching a series like The Chosen, that have brought this into a fuller 
picture for me, but a quick word on resources though. They are great, 
and immensely helpful and needed, but just remember that they 
aren’t Jesus. In college I became a pretty zealous student of C.S. 
Lewis and then David Bercot, but I’m glad that I’ve learned to mature 
in seeing them as tools and resources rather than gospel.


Let’s look at some of the ways it meant to be an apprentice of Rabbi 
Jesus when he was in the flesh.




The rabbi’s job was to teach, but also take care of his disciples. When 
a rabbi called people to be his disciple, he was effectively saying that 
he would take care of their every need. It was a relationship that we 
see played out in some amazing ways. It’s a master-servant, teacher-
student, and father-son relationship all rolled into one. You could only 
be called a rabbi if a previous rabbi ordained you to do so, or no one 
would take you seriously. It brings a lot more light to why we read in 
the text that people were constantly asking where Jesus came from. 
It wasn’t just a physical question, but a spiritual authority question. 
The question that this asks of us today is, “how is Jesus taking care 
of us?” Do we let Jesus take care of us, or are we trying to take care 
of ourselves? In Matthew 6:25-34 Jesus tells us not to worry, and 
ends in verse 31, “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” At different points in my life I’ve 
felt unsure of how things were going to work out, but I’ve always tried 
to look at life through this lens of faith. When we moved into my 
parents house, Maggie had two conditions. One, we save for one 
year and move out at the end of that year pregnant since the second 
condition was to not bring a baby home to the basement. Two weeks 
after we asked my parents, we found out we were pregnant with Gigi, 
and we’ve now been living with my parents for just over five years. 
We are so grateful for the ways these last five years have brought us 
closer together through a terrible newborn, a pandemic, and the 
seemingly endless shutting doors God was closing for houses we 
went to go see, put offers on, and get our hearts set on. A fearful 
heart looks at that and gets angry, or takes it into their own hands to 
work more, maybe be tempted to sin in some way to run after these 
things, but a faithful heart sees that God is at work, even if we can’t 
see it in the moment. We never thought we would be able to afford 
living in Stow, but God has miraculously opened the doors literally 
next door to my parent’s house and we are closing on that house at 
the end of this month. I know stories like this can be encouraging for 
some, and make other struggle who are going through it right now, 
but I hope that it can inspire you to trust in Jesus to take care of you.




Alright, let’s shift gears to the disciples, which I think we will glean a 
lot more from as this is who we are today.


The Hebrew word for disciple is talmid, which means student. The 
plural is talmidim: students. We translate talmidim as disciples. A 
talmid's job was to learn everything that his Master had to teach. The 
talmidim learned everything from their teacher, and they learned to be 
just like their teacher. The disciples followed their teacher everywhere 
he went, and the teacher taught his disciples everything he could.


A talmid had four jobs:


1. To memorize their teacher’s words. The great rabbis and Torah 
scholars did not write scrolls or compose books for their students 
to read and study. Instead, they taught orally and their disciples 
studied by memorizing their words. Through constant repetition, 
disciples memorized their teacher's words verbatim and were able 
to repeat them to subsequent generations. If you’ve seen The 
Chosen, I think they depict this well by having many scenes where 
Jesus is teaching the same things the same way to different 
crowds as the disciples watch him and learn.


2. To learn their teacher's traditions and interpretations. It was a 
disciple's job to learn the tradition of how his teacher kept the 
commands of God and interpreted the Scriptures. Every detail 
about the teacher was important to the disciple. The disciple 
needed to learn how the teacher washed his hands, how he kept 
the Sabbath, how he fasted, how he prayed, how he gave charity, 
how he said the blessings over food, etc. Furthermore, the way the 
teacher interpreted passages of scriptures, the meanings he drew 
out, the parables and stories he used, the way he explained a 
verse or understood a concept, each of these was of utmost 
importance to the disciple. Details of this sort were not just trivia. 
To a disciple, these were like gems and pearls meant to be 
gathered and treasured.


3. To imitate their teacher's actions. It was the job of a disciple to be 
like his teacher. A disciple's highest calling was to be a reflection of 
his teacher. His goal was to one day be just like his Master. A 
disciple studied to learn to act and to speak and to respond the 



same way his Master would act and speak and respond. A disciple 
studied to do the things his Master did. The gospels express this 
concept with the words, "Every disciple, fully trained will be like his 
master." (Luke 6:40)


4. To raise up disciples. It was the job of a disciple, when finally 
trained, to raise up his own disciples. He was to create a new 
generation of students and to transmit to them the memorized 
words of his Master, the traditions and the interpretations of his 
Master, the actions and behaviors of his Master. The goal was to 
pass the teaching and the torch of discipleship from generation to 
generation. So each disciple became the teacher, the rabbi, the 
master, and the father to a new generation of disciples.


But there is an important distinction that needs to be made when we 
speak of discipleship and the disciples of Jesus. It is a distinction that 
Jesus himself drew for his disciples. We find it in Matthew 23:8-10 
where he says to his disciples:


"But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master 
and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for 
you have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are you to be called 
'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Messiah.”


On the surface this would seem to contradict other parts of the NT in 
which we see that elders, fathers, teachers and leaders are ordained 
in the communities of faith.

The context in which he is speaking is the teacher-disciple 
relationship of the first century. We have already seen that this 
teacher to student relationship is likened to a master to servant and 
father to son relationship.

Jesus says it is not to be like that for his disciples. He says that his 
disciples are not to be like other disciples in that regard. Other 
disciples, when they are trained go and raise disciples for themselves 
and then they become the teacher, the father, the rabbi, the master. 
Jesus’ disciples are instructed not to raise disciples for themselves. 
There was not to be a School of Peter, a House of Andrew, an 
Academy of James. 




The disciples of Jesus were never to take the role of master, because 
unlike the master's of the Pharisees or the men of the Great 
Assembly or sages like Hillel or Shammai, Jesus is still alive. 
Followers of Jesus are forbidden to make their own disciples because 
their job is to raise up more disciples for Jesus. 

Ultimately, it is not that we do not have teachers among us, or elders, 
fathers, or even leaders. Of course we do. But we must never let our 
elders, fathers, leaders or teachers take the place of our Master. We 
must never be the disciples of men carrying on the traditions of men. 
Rather, we must be disciples of the Messiah. We must never raise up 
disciples for ourselves, for our own self-promotion, or our own way of 
thinking. Rather we must raise up more disciples for Jesus!

Back then the first disciples got to see Jesus’ actions, hear his words, 
practice with the master themselves, and get corrected along the 
way. Today we have Jesus’ words, stories, and examples of how his 
disciples made more disciples for Jesus by being like Jesus, and we 
have the added bonus of the indwelling Holy Spirit. We live in a time 
and place where we have God’s word in our pockets and enough 
resources to study for multiple lifetimes. As the kids kingdom song 
goes, Jesus is well and alive today. Let’s make sure we let him make 
his home in our hearts.


Now I’m gonna turn it over to Peter to talk about some of the 
practical ways we can abide in Jesus today.



